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Before I Die...  

 One day, not far from her home in New Orleans, artist Candy Chang noticed 
a large abandoned building and wanted to make it a nicer space for her neigh-
borhood. Reflecting on the sudden death loss of a friend she asked  permission 
from the town and her neighbors, to turn the abandoned eyesore into a work of 
art. She covered one side of the house with chalkboard paint. Then, she sten-
ciled a few words on the wall approximately 80 times. The stencil read, ñBefore I 
die I want to ______.ò And she left a bucket of chalk near the wall. 

 Even before the wall was finished people were stopping by, asking if they 
could write on it. Some of the things they wrote were;  

§ Before I die, I want to straddle the International Date Line. 

§ Before I die, I want to sing for millions. 

§ Before I die, I want to plant a tree. 

§ Before I die, I want to hold her one more time. 

§ Before I die, I want to be completely myself. 

 Interestingly the óBefore I dieéô wall didnôt actually make people think about 
death so much as it made them think about life.ò Asked about their death, peo-
ple talked about life, real life, exciting things they would like to do with their lives. 
People focused on things of life that really matter. People have created their 
own ñBefore I dieéò walls in over 1,000 cities all over the world. 

 Contemplating his own death Jesus prepared his disciples saying, ñUnless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it can only be a single seed. But if it 
dies, it bears much fruitò (John 12:24).  Life, real life, abundant life, comes when 
we are willing to die to self. 

 In the Season of Lent, contemplating death can be a powerful tool to restore 
perspective for the things that make life meaningful. And so many people fast, 
giving up chocolate or Starbucks or soda, not just to do it. Not to prove anything 
to anyone or to impress God, but to remind ourselves that those things donôt re-
ally matter. Our life in Christ does. 

 So, through the 40 days of Lent we reflect on our sin, as forgiveness, and 
seek to live a new life free from it. We donôt do this for a front row ticket to heav-
en, but because we know we have short-changed 
life by living our own way rather than Godôs.   

 We remember our mortality, not to be morbid, 
but to remember to live for God now.  It is easy to 
get caught up in the day-to-day and forget what 
really matters. Lent invites us to remember what 
gives our lives life. 

 During these 40 days of Lent may we take time 
to restore perspective and remember the gifts we 
have received from the Lord Jesus Christ that 
make life full and meaningful. 

Then maybe we will be ready to truly live. 

Before I die, I want to _______. 

Think about it. 
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Applying the Bibleôs Principles 
 

As we saw recently, our giving is to be done in secret. That kind of giving causes our Heavenly 
Father, who sees in secret, to reward us openly. If we draw attention to ourselves and to our 
giving, we will receive the praise of other people, but unfortunately, that praise then becomes all 
the reward we will receive.  
 
But the Apostle Paul describes generous giving in 2 Corinthians 9:6-14 as something that will 
cause other people to praise God for our generosity. They will thank Him for our obedience that 
causes us to give in such a manner that the gospel is shared with them.  
 
What a difference. On the one hand, if we attract attention to ourselves and our giving, people 
will praise us, and thatôs the end of it. On the other, if we give quietly and generously, any atten-
tion that action gains will cause people to praise God for us!  
 
The Lord Jesus described a situation like that. Mary anointed Him with a costly perfume. Some 
criticized her because it seemed like a waste. After all, the perfume could have been sold and the 
money used for the poor. Was Mary crazy or what?  
 
One writer summed up her actions this way:  
 
Generous giving to the Lord may be labeled fanatical by others. But Jesus labeled it ñlove.ò In 
fact, He was so moved by the womanôs giving that he vowed ñwherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.ò  
 
So today, centuries later, just as Jesus said, we still remember Maryôs devotion and generous 
giving.  
 
What will people remember you for? Will it be for your accomplishments in life? Will it be for your 
talents and abilities? Will it be for your work with the poor and needy? Will it be for the ministry 
you have had for Christ here at First United Methodist Church? Will it be for your efforts to share 
the gospel with people along lifeôs way? Will 
it be for your generous giving? 
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                         ñComputer Soupò  

 

2nd and 4th Thursdays  

Apple and Android: 10:00-noon  

Windows Systems 4:00-5:30 pm  
 

A soup lunch will be provided during the morning session. 

Please call ahead for lunch reservations.  676-2516 

 

 

Peace 
 
  

2017  
33rd Annual  

Florida United Methodist Conference Womenõs Retreat 
Fruitland Park, FL 

March 3-5 
Please keep  those from our church family  in your prayers  as they attend  
this informational, educational, fun, enriching, and reflective weekend.   

Our prayers go with each of you! 
 

ñ The LORD bless you and keep you; 
The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.ò 

Numbers 6:24-26 
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The Grove 

512 11th St South 
Lake Wales, 33853 
Peggy Barker 
Gerald Chance 
Paul Day 

Barney Moore 

Savannah Court 

12 E Grove Ave  
Lake Wales 33853 
Arwilda Johnston 

 

 

Our  
Homebound  

 Home   
 

H. L. Hiers  

Gloria Hunt  

Carol McClure  
Barbara Stango  
Polly Stephens 
Jean Wright 

Waterôs Edge 

10 Grove Ave, W 
Lake Wales 33853 
Joseph & Edie Ellis 
Alf Halliburton 
Mimi Hardman 

 

Please consult your directory or call the church office for contact information for our homebound.  
For safety and security, we do not publish home addresses in our óonlineô format. 

Tendercare 
 

1011 Meredian Street 
Sault Saint Marie, MI 49783 

Norma Music 

Please pray for Godôs mission of transformation and reconciliation might be             
accomplished across our nation and world, and in our community through our       
congregation. Please pray for the peace of Jerusalem, of Israel and neighboring      
nations and peoples in the Middle East.  
Please pray for our sister church in Violeta Cuba, for the Empowered Masterôs       
Commission students and leaders and for our clergy leaders; Bishop & Mrs. Ken (Pam) 
Carter, District Superintendent & Mrs. Walter (Paulette) Monroe, and for Pastor Jeff & 
Gail Kantz.  
Please also pray for : Jack Pitt, Joseph Ellis, Gloria Moore, Marnie Clark on the  passing 

of her mother, Sheila Edwards, Brian Goergen, Augie Thalman (Gail Kantzôs brother), Fred 

Guest, Scott Shaffer, Tommy Theodose & family, Joey Keating & family, ócousin Lauraô. (c)Cade Smallwood, 
Trinity Elizabeth Hunt-Ferry, Tammy Little, Ashlyn Turner.  

 
 

In Military Service:  
Anthony Atmore, Derek Bean, Gary Charney, 
Luke Dodson, Nick Gilbert, Lela Johnson,  

Amber Miller, Ben Pagan (Japan), Kalan Turner,  
Adam Waring, Sephra Learmonth,  

Guiliano Wright  

 

 
Methodist Hour at Waterüs Edge  
At 3 pm on the fourth Sunday of each month 
our congregation provides the message for a 
30 minute worship service at Waterôs Edge.  
See Claudie Braswell, or call the office,  

if you would like to help!  
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First United Methodist Church  
of Lake Wales  
Pastor, Jeff Kantz 

230 North 5th St.  
Lake Wales, Florida 33853  

863-676-2516  

www.fumc-lw.org  
 

 

Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

(nursery care for ages birth-4 years) 
 

 Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday  8:00 am -1:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 to noon  
Website: www.fumc-lw.org    (863) 676-2516 

  

 
Th 2nd   1:30 pmðExcel class 
 Fr 3rd    Office closed 
               33rd Annual Womenôs Retreat (thru Sunday) 
 Su 5th    Communion Sunday ðLent begins  
 Tu 7th    6:00 pmðYoung Families at Hartôs home  
 Th 9th   10-12 pmðComputer Soup (Android)  
         1:30 pmðExcel Class 
        4-5:30 pmðComputer Class (Windows)  
Fr 10th   Office closed 
Su 12th  Stewardship Sunday  
Mo 13th   1:00 pmðL. W. Quilters  
         4:30 pmðWorship Planning  
Tu 14th   10:00 amðUMW  
          6:00 pmðYoung Families at Hartôs home  
Th 16th    1:30 pmðExcel Class 
Sa 18th   Community Kitchen (cooking 10-11:00 am) 
Su 19th  Lily Orders thru 4/2  
Mo 20th   6:30 pmðTrustees  
Th 23rd   10-12 pmðComputer Soup (Android)  
          1:30 pmðExcel class 
          4-5:30 pmðComputer Class (Windows)  
Fr 24th    6:00 pmðFamily Fun Night at church 
Su 26th  9:00 am -12:00 pm ðBloodmobile  
               3:00 pm ðWaterôs Edge 
Mo 27th   6:00 pmðFinance 
          7:00 pmðCouncil 
Tu 28th   11:00 amðCCC 
 6:00 pmðYoung Families at Hartôs home  
Th 30th    1:30 pmðExcel class 

Each Tuesday:  
Disciple Bible Study  

9 am & 6 pm  

Each Wednesday:  
Choir rehearsal  

6:30 pm  

 

Each Sunday: 
9 am Sunday School  

10 am Hospitality  

10: 30 am Worship  

5:00 pm Prayer Team  

 

Each Saturday:  

8:30am - 9:30 pm  

SDA Hispanic Worship,  

Bible Study and Fellowship  

 

  

Herb Quiller  

Toni Patacconi 

Sally Patacconi  

Preston Troutman  

 

NOTICES 
Please have info  

(emailed if possible)   
to the office by  dates below  

(or sooner!) 

 
 BULLETIN  

By Wednesday 10 am  
of that week for  

Thursday morning publishing. 
 

MESSENGER NOTICES 
 

By noon on the 15th  
of the month.  
Thank you!  

                          Carla  

MARCH 
 

 

 BLOODMOBILE  
  The Bloodmobile will 

be at the church on  
 Sunday, March 26th 

from  
 9:00 am to noon.  
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The Messenger is a monthly  
 publication for the  

First United Methodist Church   
230 North 5th St.   

Lake Wales, Florida 33853.  
Check us out IN COLOR  

at  

 www.fumc -lw.org  
                  

 

Church e -mail addresses:   
Pastor: pastor.fumclw@verizon.net  

Secretary: office.fumclw@verizon.net 

Business Manager: bizmgr.fumclw@verizon.net 

Music Department: music.fumclw@verizon.net  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 5 
Gen. 2:15-17;3:1-7 

Ps. 32 
UMH 766 
Rom. 5:12-19 
Matt. 4:1-11 

 
March 12 
Gen.12:1-4a 
Ps. 121 
UMH 844 

Rom.4:1-5,13-17 
John 3:1-17 

 
March 19 
Exod. 17:1-7 
Ps. 95 
UMH 814 
Rom. 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

 
March 26 

1 Sam. 16:1-13 
Ps. 23 
UMH 754 
Eph. 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

 
 

March 2017  
Lectionary  

Lake Wales  

Womenôs Bible Study 

 
Each Wednesday 

Noon 

 

First Baptist Church 


