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On the Corner, In the Community...  

When Jesus was growing up in first century Israel 
the practice of synagogue worship was part of  
daily life. Temple worship in Jerusalem was      
expected  of every Israelite on the high holy days, 
but weekly worship would have been in the local 
synagogue on a corner in town, or in a nearby 
town.  However, the religious life of an Israelite in 
Jesusô day was not a once a week visit to the local 
synagogue, though for some people it may have 
amounted to as much.  The expectation was that 
the Word of God, shared in the synagogue, would 
be discussed in the family home and provide a 
foundation for the way the faithful responded to 
difficulties and events in their lives.   

Life with God never quite stays within the well-defined boundaries of our comfort 
and convenience.  Life with God is never satisfied by worship on the corner until 
our worship of God is lived out in the community by the way we interact with the 
needs and concerns of a lost and hurting world.  It is still amazing to me to hear 
that some people have come to faith in Christ only after realizing that Jesus 
came not just for a special group of people, but for all humanity.   

Jesus certainly did worship in the corner synagogue, but also carried his       
worship into the community among the outcast and burdened, revealing the love 
of God for all people.  His final act of worship was in the community as he laid 
down his life in willing service to Godôs loving plan for the  redemption of all    
humankind.  It was a costly planðHis death on a cruel cross.  God said we 
were worth itðit was the only way to redeem us from the penalty of our own sin.  
He paid the price of a debt he did not owe, our debt so that we might have the 
choice to spend eternity with Him.   

As we prepare for Easter this year may we not 
just worship in the building on the corner, may 
Easter reveal the resurrection power of Jesus 
in our life, in our community, in our world.   
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Applying Bible Principles  

When Samuel was seeking someone to succeed 
Saul as King of Israel, he examined the sons of 
Jesse. In that process, he considered their stature 
and physical characteristics in great detail, only to 
be told by God, ñMan looks at the outward ap-
pearance, but I look at the heart.ò  

That modus operandi on Godôs part has not 
changed over the centuries of time. He still looks 
at the hearts of men and women. He is not as in-
terested in how things appear on the outside, but 
what they are really like on the inside. And Godôs 
scrutiny extends to every area of our lives, includ-
ing our giving.  

Specifically, He wants to know not just what or 
when we are giving, but why. He is not so con-
cerned about the amount or the percentage but 
with the reason or motive why we give. Itôs not 
that amounts or percentages are not important, 
for they certainly are. But what is of greater im-
portance is why we give. 

If we only give out of a sense of duty, to impress 
someone, to keep a commitment we made, or to 
ñdo our part,ò weôve missed the point. If we only 
give a certain amount or percentage because 
weôve always given that way, weôve missed the 
point. If we parcel out money to help ñpoor olô 
God pay His bills,ò weôve missed the point.  

God owns it all! He doesnôt need our money to 
pay His bills. He doesnôt want us to give out of a 
sense of obligation or duty or habit. Nor does He 
want us to give to impress someone else. He  

 

wants us to give out of hearts motivated by love 
for Him in response to His love for us. He wants 
us to give as part of our worship and praise to 
Him. He wants us to give because giving is part of 
His way of growing Christians. 

Thereôs an old Indian fable about a mouse who, 
like all mice, was afraid of cats. A wizard felt sorry 
for him and offered to help him lose his fear. With 
the mouseôs approval, the wizard turned him into 
a cat. The cat, however, was afraid of dogs, so 
the wizard turned the cat into a dog. But the dog 
was afraid of tigers, so the wizard turned the dog 
into a tiger. When the wizard discovered the tiger 
was afraid of hunters, he exclaimed in disgust, 
ñYouôre hopeless. What you need is a change of 
heart. And that I cannot give you.ò 

If our giving is motivated by anything other than a 
heart of love for God, we need a change of heart. 
We need to realize afresh that God owns every-
thing and that we are just managers and stew-
ards. We need to realize that when we give, we 
are only giving back to God what was rightfully 
His in the first place. And we need to understand 
that when we give out of love for God and not out 
of habit or duty or obligation, we are giving in a 
way that truly honors and glorifies Him.  

Have we unintentionally lowered the cost of        

following CHRIST just to sell Christianity?   
Could it be that Christianity is the cost of 

"following Christ?" and "following Christ" is the 

cost of Christianity?  

The most important thing in giving  

is not the percentage or the amount,  
but the reason or motive why we give.  

 

ñMan looks at the outward appearance,  

but I look at the heartò (1 Sam. 16:7).  

Polk Women of Distinction  
2015  

Congratulations to Gail Crum and Mertice 
Kelly who were recognized last month as 
2015 Polk County Women of Distinction in 
the fields of Education and Nonprofit, re-
spectively.  Both of them recognize the 
call of God to be in service to the commu-
nity as an act of living faith.  The lives 
they touch matter to Almighty God.   

Well done, good and faithful servants.   
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Sunday, March 20Sunday, March 20  

10:30 am10:30 am  
March 24 6:30 pmMarch 24 6:30 pm  

Holy  CommunionHoly  Communion  

  

Community Good Friday Community Good Friday   

Lakeside  at NoonLakeside  at Noon  

Easter Sunday Easter Sunday   

March 27  10:30 amMarch 27  10:30 am  
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United Methodist Committee On Relief 

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering, laying the foundation for UMCORôs ministry of relief and hope.  UMCOR serves 
both in the United States and around the world whenever there is a natural disaster or other special need.  
While many other relief agencies come in a crisis, UMCOR has earned the reputation of being the ñlast to 
leave.ò  UMCOR stays to help rebuild the  community structures that provide long-term recovery, not just 
crisis relief.   

Donations UMCOR receives through this offering, along with other undesignated gifts made throughout 
the year, cover UMCORôs costs of doing business making it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all other 
contributions on the projects our donors specify, instead of on administrative or fundraising costs.  Keep-
ing operating costs under 10% of the total budget often results in undesignated gifts, like One Great Hour 
of Sharing, actually exceeding UMCORôs administrative needs. When that happens, support is channeled 
to under-funded programs, where theyôre most needed. They also provide emergency funds allowing 
UMCOR to respond to disasters immediately after an event before funds can be raised. 

Most congregations celebrate One Great Hour of Sharing on the fourth Sunday of Lent. We will receive 

our One Great Hour offering as our communion offering on March 6.   

The Secret Life of a Seed  

Invisibly, under the covering soil  
the seed begins to live.   
Life was already there,  

lying dormant in  
that hard  

shell. 
God 

had a plan 
from the beginning  

that out of darkness and death  
would arise a new and vibrant life!  

Watch!  And you will see Godôs plan unfold! 
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2nd and 4th Thursdays  

 

Apple and Android devices  
10:00 am to noon,  

(with soup for lunch)  

Lead Instructor:  Betsy Gauss  
 

Bring your iPads, smart phones, or computers  
and learn the basics.  

          Learn to -----  
Turn your device on/off safely.  

Email your family and friends.  
Take, save, and send your photos.  

Get apps to play games, etc.  

Copy and paste text.  
Organize your files.  

        Where:  First United Methodist Church ð230 N 5th St  
        Who:    Open to everyone in the community  

                 Soup (lunch) will be provided.   
Make class and lunch reservation by calling Carla in the office (676 -2516).  

F
R
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E
!

 

Windows 7, 8, 10  
4:30 to 6:00 pm  

Lead Instructor:  Brian Chance  

Heritage Reflections ðReid Hardman  

October 8, 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of Lake Wales First Methodist Church.  Each 
month, as we approach that date, we will share a period of our church history which 

demonstrates 100 years of faithfulness to God's mission in Lake Wales.  If you have a story 
of the church, a memory from a particular pastor, or suggestion you would like to share, 

please let us know, particularly as we progress into years of more recent memory!  In this 
second installment we will highlight years of our church between 1917 and 1925.  

As we noted last month it was J.L. Criswell, while ñon locationò and not 

serving an itinerant appointment, who did the actual construction of the 
first church building in 1916. Rev. Criswell was ap-

pointed to the Frostproof circuit in 1917 and per-
formed the first marriage in the Lake Wales church 

among members of the congregation, as Miss Irene 
Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. C. L. Johnson, was mar-
ried to J. Slaughter White-

hurst.  Rev. Criswell is the 
only pastor to serve two 

terms; two years 1917 -1919 
and then four years from 

1920 -1924.  In the interim, 
the church was led by Rev. 

K. Hollister.   

COMPUTER SOUP! 
TECH CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS 

Rev. J. L. Criswell  
1917 -1919  
1920 -1924  

Rev. K Hollister  
1919 -1920  

We do not know why 
the one year break 

for Rev. Criswell. It 
might be that he 

served ñon locationò 
that year to build  

another church.  
However that is  just 

conjecture, for now.   
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Last time we covered construction of the new church in 1916.  The First, First Methodist 

Church!  We will explore that today in a more geographic context.  The parsonage was still 
in Frostproof, but there was a desire for a resident minister, 

and again it was Mr. C.L. Johnson who took the lead in building 
a beautiful parsonage just west of the church.  It was during 

Rev. J. L. Criswellôs second appointment to Lake Wales, 1920-
24, that the parsonage was completed in 1921.  Rev. Criswell 

immediately married, moved into the parsonage, and Lake 
Wales soon became a ñstationò Church, separate from the 

Frostproof circuit. Until this month most of us thought of the 
church building being on the corner of Sessoms Ave. and Sec-

ond Street, todayôs Scenic Highway.  Actually, the church 
building was the second lot from the corner and it was the par-

sonage that was actually on the corner!  Nonetheless, we were 
still on the corner and in the community!   
 

This photo is of the old, the first First Methodist Church (we 
were not United until 1968) or 1916 church we'll call it.  So 

there's a lot going on 
there on the property, with the new church and the 

parsonage next door.   
 

The WPA record of our church was written in the 

1930's as part of the New Deal that put thousands of 
people back to work after the Great Depression in road 

construction projects but also as artists and historians 
recording the life of small towns across America.     

The hand -written part of the record is revealing.  
Here's what it says:  
 

First Methodist, 1916 -- , Sessoms Avenue and 2nd 
Street, Lake Wales, Polk County  

Constituted 1916.  Services in homes of members until 
present church, a white, rectangular, wooden, frame 

building, with steeple, erected 1916, first services Oct. 
8th, dedicated 1919, addition pastorium 1920, Sunday 

School building 1922, remodeled and addition of Men's 
Bible Class building 1939. Present membership, 409.  

Active organizations, Sunday School, Epworth League, 
Women's Missionary Society.  First settled pastor, Rev. J. L. Criswell, 1921 -1924, Education 

unknown.  Present pastor, Rev. A. A. Koestline, 1937 - , 207 Sessoms Ave., Lake Wales, Flor-

ida;  Pikes Peak Bible Sem inary,      Colorado Springs, Colorado.  See, "History of the Lake 
Wales Methodist Church", by R. N. Jones, 1938, published in Florida Christian Advocate, 

Lake Wales, Florida, Aug. 11, 1938, in pastorium.  
 

I had to look up that last word.  It means "parsonage."  The 1938 record was kept in the 
parsonage!  That passage raises more questions for me.  How did someone from a Colorado 

Seminary wind up in Lake Wales?  There was a 1938 History of Lake Wale Methodist Church 

published in the Florida Christian Advocate!!??  The Christian Advocate was a widely distrib-
uted Christian newspaper with specific state editions, so that history is out there some-

where!  We will track it down!   And where is 207 Sessoms Avenue?  I always had the image 
that the church building was on the corner, like ours is now!  


