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On the Corner, In the Community...
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Polk Women of Distinction
2015
Congratulations to Gail Crum and Mertice
Kelly who were recognized last month as

The most important thing in giving
IS not the percentage or the amount,
but the reason or motive why we give.
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2015 Polk County Women of Distinction in ﬁb'\ﬁat : | | Ol OOkOSk aattl stan?hlee-nohuet N‘;at r
the fields of Education and Nonprofit, re- e :aﬂ
spectively. Both of them recognize the

call of God to be in service to the commu- Have we unintentionally lowered the cost of

nity as an act of living faith. The lives following CHRIST just to sell Christianity?

they touch matter to Almighty God. Could it be that Christianity is the cost of

"following Christ?" and "following Christ" is the

Well done, good and faithiful servants. cost of Christianity?

Applying Bible Principles

When Samuel was seeking someone to succeed wants us to give out of hearts motivated by love
Saul as King of Israel, he examined the sons of for Him in response to His love for us. He wants
Jesse. In that process, he considered their stature Us to give as part of our worship and praise to
and physical characteristics in great detail, only to Him. He wants us to give because giving is part of
be told by God, #AMan | obigwayefgrowingChrisdagst war d ap -

pearance, but | look atThBpebBbS8a@hh -81d Indian f @bl

That modus operandi on keal@iee wagafraid ohcats. A wigagd felt sorry
changed over the centuries of time. He still looks ~ for him and offered to help him lose his fear. With

at the hearts of men and women. Heisnotasin- t he mouseds approval, the
terested in how things appear on the outside, but & cat. The cat, however, was afraid of dogs, so
what they are really | i thewizgrturped the catint i dog. But Reyd9g Gio d «
scrutiny extends to every area of our lives, includ- Wwas afraid of tigers, so the wizard turned the dog
ing our giving. into a tiger. When the wizard discovered the tiger

was afraid of hunters, he exclaimed in disgust,

Specifically, He wants to know not just what or
when we are giving, but why. He is not so con-
cerned about the amount or the percentage but
with the reason or mot i feurgyiRgis metateg pnaeything othgy than@ o

AYoubre hopeless. What Yol
heart. And that | canno| (

that amounts or percentages are not important, heart of love for God, we need a change of heart.
for they certainly are. But what is of greater im- We need to realize afresh that God owns every-
portance is why we give. thing and that we are just managers and stew-

it v ai t of P ards. We need to realize that when we give, we

we only ?'VE outora senie ° ¢ uty, to (ljmpres{s are only giving back to God what was rightfully
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God owns it all! He does ]
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sense of obligation or duty or habit. Nor does He

want us to give to impress someone else. He STEWARDSHIP FOR LIFE
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The Secret Life of a Seed

Invisibly, under the covering soll
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< COMPUTER SOUP!
??\ TECH CLASSES FOR BEGI NNERJS

2nd and 4th Thursdays

Apple and Android devices Windows 7, 8, 10
10:00 am to noon, 4:30 to 6:00 pm

(with soup for lunch) Lead Instructor: Brian Chance
Lead Instructor: Betsy Gauss

Bring your iPads, smart phones, or computers
and learn the basics.
Learnto -----
Turn your device on/off safely.
Email your family and friends.
Take, save, and send your photos.
Get apps to play games, etc.
Copy and paste text.
Organize your files.
Where: First United Methodist Church 0 230 N 5th St
Who: Open to everyone in the community
Soup (lunch) will be provided.
Make class and lunch reservation by calling Carla in the office (676

Heritage Reflections 0 Reid Hardman

October 8, 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of Lake Wales First Methodist Church. Each
month, as we approach that date, we will share a period of our church history which
demonstrates 100 years of faithfulness to God's mission in Lake Wales. If you have a story
of the church, a memory from a particular pastor, or suggestion you would like to share,
please let us know, particularly as we progress into years of more recent memory! In this
second installment we will highlight years of our church between 1917 and 1925.

As we noted | ast month it was J. L. Crfi
serving an itinerant appointment, who did the actual construction of the
first church building in 1916. Rev. Criswell was ap-
pointed to the Frostproof circuit in 1917 and per-
formed the first marriage in the Lake Wales church
- among members of the congregation, as Miss Irene
Johnson, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. C. L. Johnson, was mar-
e Criswell. | ried to J. Slaughter White-
or Rev. LIISWel. : hurst. Rev. Criswell is the
might be that he

~ n(l)y stor to . serve two
served filon f c_% rono

: erms; two years 1917  -1919

that year to build d th ¢ ¢
another church. an en four years irom

We do not know why
the one year break

Rev. J. L. Criswell However that is just 1920 -1924. In the interim, _
1917 -1919 conjecture, for now the church was led by Rev. Rev. K Hollister
1920 -1924 ’ ' K. Hollister. 1919 -1920




Last time we covered construction of the new church in 1916. The First, First Methodist
Church! We will explore that today in a more geographic context. The parsonage was still
in Frostproof, but there was a desire for a resident minister,

and again it was Mr. C.L. Johnson who took the lead in building

a beautiful parsonage just west of the church. It was during

Rev. J. L. Criswell s second appointment to Lak
24, that the parsonage was completed in 1921. Rev. Criswell

immediately married, moved into the parsonage, and Lake

Wal es soon became a MfAstationo Chur ch, separat
Frostproof circuit. Until this month most of us thought of the

church building being on the corner of Sessoms Ave. and Sec-

ond Street, todayos Scenic Hi ghway. Actually
building was the second lot from the corner and it was the par-

sonage that was actually on the corner! Nonetheless, we were

still on the corner and in the community!

This photo is of the old, the first First Methodist Church (we

were not United until 1968) or 1916 church we'll call it. So
there's a lot going on
there on the property, with the new church and the
parsonage next door.

The WPA record of our church was written in the
1930's as part of the New Deal that put thousands of
people back to work after the Great Depression in road
construction projects but also as artists and historians
recording the life of small towns across America.

The hand -written part of the record is revealing.
Here's what it says:

First Methodist, 1916 --, Sessoms Avenue and 2nd
Street, Lake Wales, Polk County

Constituted 1916. Services in homes of members until
present church, a white, rectangular, wooden, frame
building, with steeple, erected 1916, first services Oct.

8th, dedicated 1919, addition pastorium 1920, Sunday
School building 1922, remodeled and addition of Men's
Bible Class building 1939. Present membership, 409.
Active organizations, Sunday School, Epworth League,

Women's Missionary Society. First settled pastor, Rev. J. L. Criswell, 1921 -1924, Education
unknown. Present pastor, Rev. A. A. Koestline, 1937 -, 207 Sessoms Ave., Lake Wales, Flor-
ida; Pikes Peak Bible Seminary, Colorado Springs, Colorado. See, "History of the Lake

Wales Methodist Church”, by R. N. Jones, 1938, published in Florida Christian Advocate,
Lake Wales, Florida, Aug. 11, 1938, in pastorium.

| had to look up that last word. It means "parsonage.” The 1938 record was kept in the
parsonage! That passage raises more questions for me. How did someone from a Colorado
Seminary wind up in Lake Wales? There was a 1938 History of Lake Wale Methodist Church
published in the Florida Christian Advocate!!'?? The Christian Advocate was a widely distrib-
uted Christian newspaper with specific state editions, so that history is out there some-
where! We will track it down! And where is 207 Sessoms Avenue? | always had the image
that the church building was on the corner, like ours is now!
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